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January 27, 2003

· INFORMATION MEMORANDUM - Harris “Confidence in Institutions” Poll for 2003:

Still Good News for the Military 

SUMMARY:

· Reacting positively to the events of 9/11, the public in early 2002 expressed exceptional confidence in many institutions, especially those related to government.  

· It was almost inevitable that these levels would drop, and they did for 12 of the 14 institutions covered in the poll, including the military.  Harris’ Humphrey Taylor notes that despite this, “…overall, Americans have more confidence in their leaders than they have had for most of the last 25 years.”

· The military stayed more than 20 points ahead of the next highest rated institution (the White House).

· The 62% of respondents expressing “great confidence in leaders of the military” this January was the second highest percentage in the poll’s 36 year history.   

· The military has now topped the list every year since 1989. 

· The percentage of persons expressing “great confidence” in Television News held steady at 24% while the proportion for the Press rose three points to 16%.  Harris conducted the poll January 16-21 and released it today.  END SUMMARY

· “Major Companies” suffered the only major decline, down 14 points to 16%.  “Organized Labor” dropped only four points, but fell to the bottom of the list.

Chart 1 - Overall Results of 2002 Poll
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Chart 2 - Listing of “great deal of confidence” percentages for “The Military” 1966-2003
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Chart 3 - Percentage Changes from the 2001 Poll
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